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VGS’ work is firmly rooted in the belief that individuals with disabilities

should be included in all facets of our communities. We approach the

work of transforming communities with the understanding that change

only happens with intention, innovation, and hard work. 

Our network of partner employers, businesses, and organizations is

built step-by-step, with an unwavering commitment to the individuals

we serve, and a broad vision of the ways that truly inclusive

communities benefit us all. Through immersive community programs

and engagement activities, group employment, job placement, and

other programming elements, we are inspiring businesses to hire

employees with disabilities, introducing our neighbors to their

abilities, and dismantling stigmas and prejudices. 
 

Thanks to our partnerships, we have been able to provide our

participants with unique opportunities to learn, explore, volunteer, and

prepare for employment beyond the walls of our own facilities.

Classroom lessons on budgeting and navigating payment systems

were put into practice on grocery shopping trips; participants

acclimated to working under the direction of a supervisor and on a

team with new people through frequent volunteer events; and paid

work experiences have prepared individuals for successful

employment. Hundreds of individuals with disabilities have found

work in the community or are employed through VGS contracts as a

result of quality job preparation services and ongoing support from

our team. 

We are pleased to present our 2025 Annual Report – highlighting our

commitment to financial stewardship; our partners, volunteers, and

donors; and the results of our focus on building inclusive

communities. 

We have immense gratitude to our business and community partners,

and supporters; you are an important piece of the more inclusive and

accepting community we are building. 

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR CEO & PRESIDENT AND VGS BOARD CHAIR
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BUILDING THE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES WE ENVISION

President & CEO of VGS
Susie Barragate

VGS Board Chair

Sebastien Glinzler
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ZACHARY’S STORY

Zachary is a member of the VGS Community

Group Employment Team at the Lakewood

Family YMCA. Community Group Employment

gives individuals with disabilities the

opportunity to work as part of a small crew with

the onsite supervision of a VGS Job Coach.

The “community” in the program name alludes

to working onsite with an employer, but what

the program has done over the years is

organically build connections that foster

inclusion far beyond the workplace.

Zachary came to VGS after graduating from

high school, ready to enter the workforce, but

aware that he needed a job that would amplify

his strengths and accommodate his needs. The

VGS Job Placement Team worked with the

Community Group Employment Team, and he

was hired at the Lakewood YMCA – a longtime

VGS partner that has similar values and goals. 

Kevin Born Crow, Executive Director, says of

the partnership: “In the years that VGS staff

members have been working with us, they

have had an enormous impact not only in the

work they do, but even more in the culture

that we have co-created by partnering

together.”

Zachary has a strong work ethic and is

naturally charismatic and generous - he

immediately fit with the existing crew, but it

did take some time for him to find the right job

duties. He was initially assigned to clean

lockers, but the combination of task and the

location of the job made it difficult for him to

concentrate, and he recognized he wasn’t

doing his best work. He went to Barbara with

his concerns, and along with his co-worker

and friend, Abraham, they adjusted, with

Abraham talking on locker duty and Zachary

tackling chairs and windows - an arrangement

that has worked well. 

THE DIFFERENCE
COMMUNITY MAKES

Respect and openness are key components

of inclusive environments, and individuals

know that both of these are available to them

at VGS and at our partner employers. 

Creating opportunity, fostering partnerships,

and embedding individuals with disabilities

into our workplaces and public spaces

naturally inspire and build communities that

allow individuals like Zachary to thrive.

"I was extremely proud of Zachary for speaking up

for himself. He communicates how things make

him feel and isn't afraid to ask for support when he

needs it, and that has helped him continue to

grow." - Barbara, Zachary’s Job Coach



BUILDING
INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES
Community connection is at the heart of what we do. In 2025, participants explored local

businesses, built independence, developed new skills, and strengthened relationships while

discovering how their contributions make a difference in the community.

Destination Cleveland Signature Signs Cleveland

Mitchell’s Ice Cream Malley’s Chocolates
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Value World

Nature Center at
Shaker Lakes Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland



2025 
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS 

54 STUDENTS PARTICIPANTS 

$4.3M IN WAGES PAID TO PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

$15.50 AVERAGE WAGE OF A PERSON PLACED

SUMMER YOUTH WORK

EXPERIENCE 

80 JOB PLACEMENTS

208 INDIVIDUALS WITH

DISABILITIES EMPLOYED

THROUGH VGS CONTRACTS 

80% RETENTION RATE 

100+ CONTRACTS

For over 30 years, we’ve provided

custodial services through state, federal,

and commercial contracts.

OPERATIONSJOB PLACEMENT SERVICES

CUSTOMIZED COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT &
EMPLOYMENT 

25 PARTICIPANTS  

4 COHORTS

15 COMMUNITY PARTNER SITES

CCEE is a community-immersed, person-

centered program that allows individuals

to learn, explore, build workplace skills,

socialize, and develop independence

through carefully curated activities and

curriculum.

1,146 INDIVIDUALS SERVED
THROUGH PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
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60.1%

26.8%

3.4%
3.2%

2.4%

2.4%

1.7%

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

TOTAL REVENUE

BUSINESS & SALES - $11,065,098 

GOVERNMENT PROGRAM FEES &

GRANTS - $5,399,654

INVESTMENT INCOME - $446,898

PRIVATE SERVICE FEES - $446,944

DONATIONS & SPECIAL EVENTS - 

$631,669

OTHER - $312,245

TOTAL EXPENSES

46.3%

26.2%
25.4%

2.1%

PAID WORK EXPERIENCE -

$8,589,324

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL -

$4,706,469

FUNDRAISING - $392,358

PROGRAM SERVICES

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION -

$4,860,456

SUPPORT SERVICES
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FOUNDATION SUPPORT - 

$584,626



2025
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sebastien Glinzler
Board Chair
 

James R. Jaye
Vice Chair – Development

Thomas Petredis
Vice Chair – Finance

Phillip Kuri
Vice Chair – Governance

OFFICERS

Philip Carino

William G. Caster

Joseph G. DuBois

Liz Gillmore

Matthew J. Kemmann

Stephen F. Kirk

John C. Krueger

Frank H. Porter, Jr.

Dennis Raab

Diane Roberto

Jason Samblanet

Jennifer Stull

Neeti Sundaresh

SUNBEAM BOARD PRESIDENT
Carran Gannaway

BOARD COUNSEL
Joel Hlavaty

HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES
Pat C. Brownell

Sally Cutler

Bettyann S. Helms

Thomas E. Hopkins

MEMBERS EMERITUS
Theodore S. Altfeld

Robert E. Lessing, Esq.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

Your leadership, vision, and dedication helped shape a remarkable year by championing our

mission, inspiring innovation, and creating opportunities for the individuals we serve.

Donald Gries
Vice Chair – Facilities
 

Katie Allender
Secretary

Susie Barragate
President & Chief Executive Officer

Laura Lamb
Chief Operating Officer 

DIRECTORS
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2025
SUNBEAM
BOARD

Carrie Aguilar

Baird Bass

Jenny Beesley

Suzel Bonome-Shields

Morgan Connor

Courtney Conway

Julie Cox

Moya Dacey

Claire D’Angelo

Renee de Windt

Trish Dorsey

Kara Doyle

Julie Kuipers

Lisa Lane

Lindsay LeBlanc

Jen Leombruno

Tara Malbasa

Sarah McWhorter

Annie Mitchell

Ana María Osses

Katie Panzica

Molly Panzica

Cally Papenfus

Ashley Reed

Nina Eastman

Libby Freeman

Maha Gemayel

Courtney Gile

Jennifer Greer

Laura Greig

Jenifer Halapy

Ingrid Herrera

Elizabeth Horvitz

Morgan Jacobs

Ariel Kapela

Heather Krijt 

Carran Gannaway
President

Annie Mitchell
Vice President

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Claudia Anton

Nicole Barry

Laura Bauschard

Kelly Beiswenger

Aditi Bhatt

Kelly Biggar

Margie Biggar

Caroline Borrow

Pat Brownell

Helen Butler

Joanna Carfagna

Amy Ciano

Joan Cody

Laurel Conrad

Karen Converse

Christie Croissant

Sabrina Davies

Suzanne Deering

Susan Delaney

Debbie Donley

Catherine Levy

Susan Locke

Lauren MacLaren

Ashley Mallett

Ann Malone

Kristine McGee

Emily McLaughlin

Megan McMahon

Susie Mead

Colleen Miklus

Petra Moran

Sarah Morgan

Lori Morris

Lisa Mortimer

Nicole Mylen

Dale Naylor

Beth Anne Nettis

Christine Newell

Elizabeth Newman

Caitlin Osborne

Pamela Osborne

Katie Outcalt

Angela Owen

Judy Pace

Amy Paine

Janine Pape

Darrah Parsons

Susan Paul

Carolann Rauser

Sally Rubenstein

Kristen Salata

Heidi Scaravelli

Ellen Schmidt

Nadia Schroth

Kara Schwabauer

Caroline Schwartz

Chloe Seelbach

Christine Semarjian

Elizabeth Sheeler

Nina Sheffler

Laurel Stack

Sandra Stafford

Michele Steele

Macy Stein

Abigail Steinberg

Hallie Stewart

Neeti Sunaresh

Suzanne Taigen

Stephanie Teeter

Debbie Thompson

Nicole H. Twells

Jeannine Voinovich

Kylie Volpe

Kristin Voos

Kelly Warner

Lynne Winings

ACTIVE MEMBERS

Kim Ertz

Anne Fitzgerald

Kate Floyd

Laura Fricke

Kelly Gale

Linda Glickman

Sarah Guyuron

Pamela Haag

Jennifer Hartford

Cynthia Hatch

Lisa Henkel

Debbie Hermann

Laura Herrick

Barbara Horrigan

Mandee Jones

Tiffany Kaplan

Lisa Kapp

Jane Kern

Jane Lamb

Amy Laughlin
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Hannah Repko

Sara Schaefer

Kate Scovil

Ellie Secrist

Annie Smith

Sarah Spannagel

Chelsea Wolkoff

Allison Wuliger



THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2025 DONORS

$100,000 - $50,000
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Jane L. Jenkins Trust
Robert R. Rhodes Trust

$25,000 - $49,999
Helen C. Cole Charitable Trust
The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation
David Logsdon
Nella Durinda Levenhagen Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Community Fund Ohio
Connor Foundation
David H. & Barbara M. Jacobs
   Foundation
Trish & John Dorsey
Ellen Garretson Wade Memorial Fund
Carran & Russ Gannaway
The George W. Codrington Charitable  
   Foundation
Jane & Jim Griswold
The Hankins Foundation
Heather B. Moore Inc.
James & Angela Hambrick Foundation
Ruth & Bob Kanner
Annie & Patrick Mitchell
The Murch Foundation
NADA Foundation
Nordson Corporation
Polly B. White Trust 
Fran & Frank Porter
SourceAmerica
Swagelok Company
Kylie & Ben Volpe

$5,000 - $9,999
The Alexander & Sarah Cutler Family
   Foundation
Anonymous
arch.
Keith Ashmus
The Britton Fund
Philip Carino & Elizabeth Shaver
Community Foundation of Lorain County
The Conway Foundation
Julie & Ryan Cox
Susan Delaney
Beverage Distributors
Joe & Angie DuBois
Elk & Elk Co.
Dr. Lillian Emmons
Enbridge Inc.

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499

Fifth Third Bank
FOUNT
Gillmore Security
Sebastien Glinzler
Greenwald Antiques
The Gries Family Foundation
Cynthia Halle
Thomas Hopkins
Kendra & Mike Howley
Hyster-Yale, Inc.
J.P. Morgan
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel
   Foundation
James & Elaine Jaye
John Huntington Benevolent Fund
Jones Day
John Krueger
The McGregor Foundation
Minute Men Human Resource Systems
The O'Neill Brothers Foundation
Oswald Companies
Katie & Michael Panzica 
Parker Hannifin Corporation
Thomas & Gina Petredis
Dennis & Vicky Raab
Raymond Q. & Elizabeth Rieley      
   Armington Fund
The Ridge Tool Company
Diane Roberto
Sherwin-Williams Co.
The Stocker Foundation
Stephen Willoughby

AtNetPlus
Laura Bauschard
Bill & Judie Caster
The Clara Weiss Fund
Clearstead Advisors, LLC
Morgan & Dan Connor
Crestmont Cadillac
Dollar Bank Foundation
Double Rainbow
Kara & Terry Doyle
Emily & Ashley LLC
Frankie's On the Park
Helen R. Bowler Fund
Elizabeth & Matthew Horvitz
Michael Kokal 
Julie & Jake Kuiper
Ladder
Lisa & Michael Lane
Laurel School
Le Lion
Catherine & Robert Levy
Lovely Paperie & Gifts

Meredith Manning
Nash Family Foundation
Osborn Engineering
Pearly Vine
Viki & Alfred M. Rankin, Jr. 
Meredith Reimer
RPM, Inc.
Jason & Kara Samblanet
Neeti Sundaresh
Vocon
Whitehead Studios
Ann Whitney

Tom Aley
Katie Allender
Vanessa Andrich
Anonymous
Margot Baldwin
Richard & Diane Banyard
Joshua & Loredana Berkowitz
Theresa Bidwell
Bounkit
Brookes & Henderson Building Co.
Marguerite Bruch
CapSquare Advisors
The Castele Family Foundation
Homer & Gertrude Chisholm
David and Inez Myers Foundation
dclw designs
Dear Annabelle 
Michael Devlin & Christie Lucco
Edith Anisfield Wolf Fund #2
Favorite Sister
Drew & Nancy Forhan
Frances & Jane S. Lausche
   Foundation
The Giant Eagle Foundation
Gilmour Academy
Global Crafts
Sally Gries
Chas & Jen Grossman
Sarah & Grant Guyuron
Jenifer & Chris Halapy
Helen F. & Louis Stolier Family
   Foundation
Joel & Mara Hlavaty
Martin & Maria Hoke 
James Held & Kenn Karakul
Charitable Foundation Inc.
Patricia C. Brownell
Theodore & Alison Jones
K. Bailey Jewelry
Tiffany Kaplan
Lisa & Jeff Kapp
Matthew & Katherine Kemmann



THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2025 DONORS
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KEP Designs
Jane & Douglas Kern
Phillip & Camille Kuri
Rachel & Tony Liberati
Catherine Lozick
Lucy Grymes
Luster, A Gift Boutique
Maison, Maison
Tara Malbasa
Rochelle & Joel Marx
Lauren Miller
Dan & Marjorie Moore
Jim Moran
Elizabeth & Warren Morris
Mulholland & Sachs
Katie & Raymond Murphy
Nicole & James Mylen
Katharine Novak
Molly & Craig Panzica
Cally & Clayton Papenfus
Paycom
Shelly Peet
Kelly Peppard
Proper Table Co
David & Barbara Pugh
Putnam Group LTD.
Ashley & Ryan Reed
Cristina Rennillo
Richard Horvitz & Erica Hartman-      
   Horvitz Foundation
Edward & Teresa Ruch
S. Livingston Mather Charitable Trust
David Sagerser & Christine Krol
Kristen & Michael Salata
David & Betty Schneider
Eleanor & Matthew Secrist
Jessica & Alec Shankman
The S.K. Wellman Foundation
SLFMKR
Dr. Sarah & David Spannagel
Macy Stein
Holly Strawbridge
Jennifer Stull
William & Pamela Summers
Tori Brown
University School
Vanderhoof, LLC
Walker and Wade LLC
William West

$500-$999
Carrie Aguilar
Anonymous
Baird & Mitch Bass
Becco Bags, LLC
Marjorie Biggar

Suzel Bonome-Shields
Rachael Brault
Taelor Brown
Pat Brownell
Gail & Bill Calfee
Alyson & Michael Carfagna
Susan & David Catanzarite
Gilda Cohen
Kathryn & Joseph Comar
Karen & Chandler Converse
Courtney & Mike Conway
Claire D'Angelo
Frances & David Dickenson II
James & Sara Doan
Donna Marie & Guy Fabe
Liz & Alan Gillmore
Brett Glotzbecker
Jennifer & Tim Greer
Emma Hudepohl
The John Milton Costello Fund
Joseph Keithley
Katie & Jordon Klimek
Heather Krijt
Joseph & Jennifer Kubic
Leonard, Lillian, Faye, Albert B. &
   Audrey G. Ratner Donor Advised    
   Fund
Robert & Bonnie Lessing
Lizzie’s Bakery Nut Free
Ann & Vid Lutz
Lucy Lytle
Madelaine Mavec
Ann & Kevin Malone
Susan Mead
Caitlin Osborne
Judy R. Pace
Catey & Pat Peters
Jeffrey Ramras
Mary Jo & Robert Salata
SantM 
Kate & Alec Scovil
Anne Smith
Stephen & Martha Somach
Laurel Stack
J.M. & Annette Sutherland
Paul & Nan Volpe
Jackie & Phillip Wachter
Well Stocked
Chelsea & Gregory Wolkoff
Allison & Jason Wuliger

$100 - $499
Betty & Richard Abraham
Joanne Adair
Theodore Altfeld
Anonymous

Allison Arnold
Philip & Susan Axelrod
Jennifer Barnwell
Susie & Phil Barragate
Nicole Barry
Donna Beenken
Jenny & Matt Beesley
Ann & John Beringer
Dan & Mary Jo Berry
Shawn Berthelot
Aditi & Dr. Saurin Bhatt
Kelly Biggar
Charles & Christina Bittenbender
Carol & Mark Blakeslee
Julia & Charles Bolton
Caroline & Mitchell Borrow
Lynda Brandal
Drs. Barbara Brown & Stephen Ward
Stephanie Burkhard
Helga Dimitrov & Theodore J. Bush
Charles & Margaret Bush 
Helen & J.C. Butler
Caitlin Callam
John & Ellen Cannon
Joanna Carfagna
Mary Ann & Harry Carlson
Jennifer Charet
Ellen Cherry
Katie Churchill
Jill & Paul Clark
Joan Cody
Marlene Cornachio
Sharon Cox
Christine Croissant
Moya Dacey
Renee & Michael de Windt
Bradford DeBusk
Hallie DeChant & Thomas Bowne
Peter & Emily Delaney
Holly & Robert Dietrich
Catrinel Djukic
Karen & Frank Eagle
Nina Eastman
Eric & Beth Eber
Alex Eckerman
Alison Fagan
Diane Farr
Anne & Steven Fitzgerald
Cindy Schulze Flynn & Thomas Flynn
Libby Freeman
Laura & Wade Fricke
Uleto Fuentes
Maha & Fahim Gemayel
Aaron & Caroline Gerds
Marlyn Gilbert
Courtney Gile
Diane Gill



THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2025 DONORS
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Amie & Ryan Gillmore
Margaret Giltinan
Jeanne Glazer
Laura & Eric Greig
Burt Griffin
Colleen Griffith
Mary Louise Hahn
Pamela Halle
Craig Harsh
Heidi Kagan Designs, LLC
Pamela Heinen Haag
Kathy Herre
Ingrid Herrera & Jordan Winter
Laura Herrick
Simone Hoag
Nicole Holling
Blair Hollowell
David Hooker
Tara Hyland
Bruce & Donna Jackson
Morgan & Michael Jacobs
Courtenay Jalics
Ronda Joines
Mandee & Chris Jones
Peter & Mary Joyce
Ariel & Jared Kapela
Kathleen Kapp
Curtis & Elizabeth Kelly
Nina Klein
Susanne Klemenc
Shannon Kokal
Ronald Krasney
Mary Kudasick
Rick & Sharon Lakatos
Suzanne Lamb
Heather Landsksoner
Sue & Terry Lang
Michael LaPlaca
Mick Latkovich & Grace Harper
Amy Laughlin & John P. Wiedemer
Lindsay & Patrick LeBlanc
Heather Leedy
Ginny & Dennis Lehman
Jen Leombruno
Michelle Licata
Eileen Linz
Susan & Todd Locke
Lauren MacLaren
Joan Mahoney
Joseph & Kathleen Mahovlic
Polly Marabito
Anne Marchetto
Heath & Rex Mason
Andrew McCollister
Jennifer McCreary Hartford

Kristine McGee
Anne Leonetti
Alan Lerner
Valerie Luna
Megan Maisano
Meredith Marshall
Judith Matsko
Virginia McClure
Patricia McDonnell
Mary McLaughlin
Rachael McLellan
Guy Mercer
Susan Metallo
Cassandra Mintzer
Rachel Mistur
Misty Morris
Terry Mosier
Margaret Moyer
Ann Mullhaupt
Annie Murmann
Katie Myron
Natural Blonde Co., Inc.
Rebekah Nilges
Hannah Oakes
Mindy Paradise
Charlotte Pasiadis
Bridget Pavlish
Melissa Piliang
Andrea Pilotti
Marc Pohl
Susan Quill
Janine Radkowsky
Raymond Riedel
Erin Ryan
Michael Scalabrino
Katie Schneider
Christine Schoaf
Eliza Schreiber
Michele Schrock
Robert Schwab
Sarah Shine
Laura Siddiq
Jeffrey Sikora
Donald Snyder
Sharon Spooner
Abigail Steinberg
Victoria Sweeney
Tiffany Tennant
Jessica Thompson
Karen Trecarichi
Patricia Treccia
Lauren Trexler
Diane Trimbath
Nikki Trivisonno
Nicole Trizio

Ali Trotter
Lauren Turkisher
Scott & Florence Smith
Ana Luiza Soares
Carolyn Sommerich
Kurt R. Steigerwald
Lindsay Steinbrink
Judy & Tim Stevens
Meg & John C. Sites, Jr. 
Lisa Sutton
Dr. Tyler & Suzanne Taigen
Ellen & Joseph H. Thomas
Nicole Twells
United Way of Southwestern 
   Pennsylvania
Richard Vieritz
Jeannine & Paul Voinovich
Diane Waxman
Weir & Weir, LLC
Nora White
Joseph Wiley
JJ Wilson
Lynne Winings
Kelsey Wolf
Dr. James W. Wood & Sandra Wood
Callie Yadgar
Dawn Yorko
Andrea & Mike Zadd
Denise Zak

$1 - $99
Jennifer Alfonso
Anonymous
Patty Artino
April Bain
Lawrence Baldanza
Samantha Barbara
Mary Bastulli
Jayne Beesley
Renee Bell
Charlotte Bifulco
Kelly Blackford
Jestina Blevins
Meghan Bolwell
Tiffany Boyes
Julie Brubaker
Rhonda Buynak
Diane Calta
Denise Calvitti
Elena Carniti
Heta Chatterjee
Amy Ciano
Richard Cicerchi
Marissa Clayton
Chase Clemo



THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2025 DONORS
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Reginald Cocklin
Laurie Colagiovanni
Hilary Colvin
Eleanor Coreno
Micaela Cronin
Cynthia Dailey
Jill Dalton
Charity D'Amato
Nicole Dautovic
Andrea Del Busso
Carrie Dicken
Leslie Dunford
Kathryn Duvall
Emily Edwards
Fernanda Esteves
Tricia Evans
Chantelle Fedeli
John Feighan
Lois Fenker
Melissa Flaherty
Brian Freeman
Nora French
Adriana Gallo
Missy Gebhardt
Stephanie Gerspacher
Amber Gile

Jennifer Grecar
Jennifer Grill
Vanessa Gromek
Amilyn Haas
Katharine Harper
Wendy Hart
Sylvie Hart
Denise Hawkins Kirincic
Jane Heistand
Erika Hodge
Yolanda Hohman
Katherine Hollingsworth
Amanda Jacobs
Beth Jacobs
Melissa Jacobson
Lynn Jereb
Jenny Jurcic
Jessica Just
Joseph Juster
Marilyn Kahn
Susan Kates
Nikki Kelleher
Leslie Kertesz
Esther Kim
Jen Klemenc
Jackie Klemenc

Katie Myron
Natural Blonde Co., Inc.
Rebekah Nilges
Hannah Oakes
Mindy Paradise
Charlotte Pasiadis
Bridget Pavlish
Melissa Piliang
Andrea Pilotti
Marc Pohl
Susan Quill
Janine Radkowsky
Raymond Riedel
Peggy Roberts
Erin Ryan
Michael Scalabrino
Katie Schneider
Christine Schoaf
Eliza Schreiber
Michele Schrock
Robert Schwab
Sarah Shine
Laura Siddiq
Jeffrey Sikora
Donald Snyder
Sharon Spooner

Lissa Kline
Brandi Kokal
Megan Kozlowski
Brooke Krembs
Lita Laven
Jillian Lee
Kimberly Leikin
Anne Leonetti
Alan Lerner
Valerie Luna
Megan Maisano
Meredith Marshall
Judith Matsko
Virginia McClure
Patricia McDonnell
Mary McLaughlin
Rachael McLellan
Guy Mercer
Susan Metallo
Cassandra Mintzer
Rachel Mistur
Misty Morris
Amy Mosier
Margaret Moyer
Ann Mullhaupt
Annie Murmann

Abigail Steinberg
Victoria Sweeney
Tiffany Tennant
Jessica Thompson
Karen Trecarichi
Patricia Treccia
Lauren Trexler
Diane Trimbath
Nikki Trivisonno
Nicole Trizio
Ali Trotter
Lauren Turkisher
Julie Tutkovics
Lindsay Verdova
Emma Visnic
Cheryl Wahl
Bobi Walker Schultz
Cate Walland
Lisa Welsh
Nikki Willinger
Dylan Wood
Jeff Wynveen
Rachel Zake
Eric Zalud
Daniel Zavelson
Kim Zehner
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THE POLLY BRUCH WHITE FUND
Polly Bruch White was an ardent supporter of VGS and The

Sunbeam Board for over 50 years. Her dedication helped

countless individuals with disabilities. In November 2024, The

Polly Bruch White Fund was established with the sole purpose of

providing meaningful activities for our program participants and

The Sunbeam Board. 

Joanne Adair
Anonymous
Kelly Biggar
Charles & Christina Bittenbender
Caroline Borrow
Marguerite Bruch
Mary Ann & Harry Carlson
Gertrude & Homer Chisholm
Karen & Chandler Converse
Susan Delaney
Holly & Robert Dietrich
Libby Freeman
Diane Gill
Sally Gries
Mary Louise Hahn

Pamela Halle
Simone Hoag
David Hooker
James Held and Kenn Karakul     
   Charitable Foundation Inc.
Ruth Kanner
Jane Kern
Ronald Krasney
Leonard, Lillian, Faye, Albert B. & 
   Audrey G. Ratner DAF
Susan Locke
Lucy Lytle
Susan Mead
Marge & Dan Moore
Brian Murphy

Judy R. Pace
Alison & Roger Rankin
Viki & Alfred M. Rankin, Jr. 
David & Betty Schneider
Chloe & Scott Seelbach
Scott Smith
John Stites
Nicole Twells
Jeannine & Paul Voinovich
William West
Nora White
Ann & Dickson Whitney
Joseph Wiley



2025 ANNUAL EVENTS
Friday, April 11

Katie Panzica & 
Molly Panzica

Friday Night on 55th
Co-Chairs

Wednesday, November 13 - 
Friday, November 14

Julie Cox & Lisa Lane
Sunbeam Holiday Boutique 

Co-Chairs

Tiffany Kaplan
Sunbeam Holiday Boutique

Honorary Chair
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THANK YOU 
TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS

Trish & John
Doresy

Carran & Russ
Gannaway

Ruth & Bob
Kanner

Annie & Patrick
Mitchell

Kylie & Ben
Volpe

Julie & Ryan
Cox

Anonymous

Julie & Jake 
Kuipers

Kara & Terry
Doyle

Elizabeth & Matthew
Horvitz

Lisa &
Micheal Lane

Catherine & Robert
Levy

Katie & Michael
Panzica

Dr. Meredith
Reimer

Anonymous

Brookes and Henderson
Building Co. 

University
School

Sarah & Grant
Guyuron

Bill & Judie
Caster

Ellie & Matthew
 Secrist

Lauren 
Miller

Jim & Nicole
Mylen

Kristen & Dr. Michael
Salata

Dave & Sarah 
Spannagel

Gilmour
Academy 

Global
Crafts

PATRONS

SILVER SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS



LOCATIONS
Cleveland 
2235-2239 East 55th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

Cleveland Southwest
4720 Hinckley Industrial Parkway
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

Elyria
359 Lowell Street
Elyria, Ohio 44035

Creating pathways for individuals with disabilities to engage in the community, achieve
greater independence, and attain employment.

SOCIAL MEDIA

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/SERVICE PROVIDER

This report summarizes the 2025 activities and accomplishments of Vocational Guidance Services and its affiliates, 
VGS, Inc., and Vocational Services Inc.

vgsjob.org

Columbus
3964 C Brown Park Drive 
Hilliard, OH 43026
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	A MESSAGE  FROM OUR CEO & PRESIDENT AND VGS BOARD CHAIR
	BUILDING THE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES WE ENVISION
	Susie Barragate
	President & CEO of VGS

	Sebastien Glinzler
	VGS Board Chair
	VGS’ work is firmly rooted in the belief that individuals with disabilities should be included in all facets of our communities. We approach the work of transforming communities with the understanding that change only happens with intention, innovation, and hard work.
	Our network of partner employers, businesses, and organizations is built step-by-step, with an unwavering commitment to the individuals we serve, and a broad vision of the ways that truly inclusive communities benefit us all. Through immersive community programs and engagement activities, group employment, job placement, and other programming elements, we are inspiring businesses to hire employees with disabilities, introducing our neighbors to their abilities, and dismantling stigmas and prejudices.
	Thanks to our partnerships, we have been able to provide our participants with unique opportunities to learn, explore, volunteer, and prepare for employment beyond the walls of our own facilities. Classroom lessons on budgeting and navigating payment systems were put into practice on grocery shopping trips; participants acclimated to working under the direction of a supervisor and on a team with new people through frequent volunteer events; and paid work experiences have prepared individuals for successful employment. Hundreds of individuals with disabilities have found work in the community or are employed through VGS contracts as a result of quality job preparation services and ongoing support from our team.
	We are pleased to present our 2025 Annual Report – highlighting our commitment to financial stewardship; our partners, volunteers, and donors; and the results of our focus on building inclusive communities.
	We have immense gratitude to our business and community partners, and supporters; you are an important piece of the more inclusive and accepting community we are building.


	THE DIFFERENCE COMMUNITY MAKES
	ZACHARY’S STORY
	Zachary is a member of the VGS Community Group Employment Team at the Lakewood Family YMCA. Community Group Employment gives individuals with disabilities the opportunity to work as part of a small crew with the onsite supervision of a VGS Job Coach.
	The “community” in the program name alludes to working onsite with an employer, but what the program has done over the years is organically build connections that foster inclusion far beyond the workplace.
	Zachary came to VGS after graduating from high school, ready to enter the workforce, but aware that he needed a job that would amplify his strengths and accommodate his needs. The VGS Job Placement Team worked with the Community Group Employment Team, and he was hired at the Lakewood YMCA – a longtime VGS partner that has similar values and goals.
	Kevin Born Crow, Executive Director, says of the partnership: “In the years that VGS staff members have been working with us, they have had an enormous impact not only in the work they do, but even more in the culture that we have co-created by partnering together.”
	Zachary has a strong work ethic and is naturally charismatic and generous - he immediately fit with the existing crew, but it did take some time for him to find the right job duties. He was initially assigned to clean lockers, but the combination of task and the location of the job made it difficult for him to concentrate, and he recognized he wasn’t doing his best work. He went to Barbara with his concerns, and along with his co-worker and friend, Abraham, they adjusted, with Abraham talking on locker duty and Zachary tackling chairs and windows - an arrangement that has worked well.
	Respect and openness are key components of inclusive environments, and individuals know that both of these are available to them at VGS and at our partner employers.
	Creating opportunity, fostering partnerships, and embedding individuals with disabilities into our workplaces and public spaces naturally inspire and build communities that allow individuals like Zachary to thrive.
	VGS | ANNUAL REPORT 2025



	BUILDING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES
	Community connection is at the heart of what we do. In 2025, participants explored local businesses, built independence, developed new skills, and strengthened relationships while discovering how their contributions make a difference in the community.
	Destination Cleveland
	Signature Signs Cleveland
	Mitchell’s Ice Cream
	Malley’s Chocolates
	Value World
	Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
	Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
	2025  HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS

	1,146
	INDIVIDUALS SERVED
	$4.3M IN WAGES PAID TO PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
	$15.50 AVERAGE WAGE OF A PERSON PLACED
	JOB PLACEMENT SERVICES
	80 JOB PLACEMENTS
	80% RETENTION RATE 

	CUSTOMIZED COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & EMPLOYMENT
	25 PARTICIPANTS  
	4 COHORTS

	OPERATIONS
	208 INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EMPLOYED THROUGH VGS CONTRACTS 
	100+ CONTRACTS

	SUMMER YOUTH WORK EXPERIENCE
	54 STUDENTS PARTICIPANTS 
	15 COMMUNITY PARTNER SITES




	FINANCIAL SUMMARY
	TOTAL REVENUE
	BUSINESS & SALES - $11,065,098
	GOVERNMENT PROGRAM FEES & GRANTS - $5,399,654
	INVESTMENT INCOME - $446,898
	PRIVATE SERVICE FEES - $446,944
	DONATIONS & SPECIAL EVENTS -  $631,669
	FOUNDATION SUPPORT -  $584,626
	OTHER - $312,245

	TOTAL EXPENSES
	PROGRAM SERVICES
	VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION - $4,860,456
	PAID WORK EXPERIENCE - $8,589,324

	SUPPORT SERVICES
	MANAGEMENT & GENERAL - $4,706,469
	FUNDRAISING - $392,358

	2025

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS!  Your leadership, vision, and dedication helped shape a remarkable year by championing our mission, inspiring innovation, and creating opportunities for the individuals we serve.
	OFFICERS
	Sebastien Glinzler Board Chair
	James R. Jaye Vice Chair – Development
	Thomas Petredis Vice Chair – Finance
	Phillip Kuri Vice Chair – Governance
	Donald Gries Vice Chair – Facilities
	Katie Allender Secretary
	Susie Barragate President & Chief Executive Officer
	Laura Lamb Chief Operating Officer

	DIRECTORS
	Philip Carino William G. Caster Joseph G. DuBois Liz Gillmore Matthew J. Kemmann Stephen F. Kirk John C. Krueger Frank H. Porter, Jr. Dennis Raab Diane Roberto Jason Samblanet Jennifer Stull Neeti Sundaresh

	SUNBEAM BOARD PRESIDENT Carran Gannaway
	BOARD COUNSEL Joel Hlavaty
	HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES Pat C. Brownell Sally Cutler Bettyann S. Helms Thomas E. Hopkins
	MEMBERS EMERITUS Theodore S. Altfeld Robert E. Lessing, Esq.

	2025

	SUNBEAM BOARD
	Carran Gannaway President
	Annie Mitchell Vice President
	ACTIVE MEMBERS
	SUSTAINING MEMBERS
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	THANK YOU  TO OUR 2025 DONORS
	$100,000 - $50,000
	$25,000 - $49,999
	$10,000 - $24,999
	$5,000 - $9,999
	$2,500-$4,999
	$1,000-$2,499
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	THANK YOU  TO OUR 2025 DONORS
	$500-$999
	$100 - $499
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	THANK YOU  TO OUR 2025 DONORS
	$1 - $99
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	THANK YOU  TO OUR 2025 DONORS
	THE POLLY BRUCH WHITE FUND
	Polly Bruch White was an ardent supporter of VGS and The Sunbeam Board for over 50 years. Her dedication helped countless individuals with disabilities. In November 2024, The Polly Bruch White Fund was established with the sole purpose of providing meaningful activities for our program participants and The Sunbeam Board.
	VGS | ANNUAL REPORT 2025


	2025 ANNUAL EVENTS
	Wednesday, November 13 -  Friday, November 14
	Julie Cox & Lisa Lane Sunbeam Holiday Boutique  Co-Chairs
	Tiffany Kaplan Sunbeam Holiday Boutique Honorary Chair

	Friday, April 11
	Katie Panzica &  Molly Panzica Friday Night on 55th Co-Chairs


	THANK YOU  TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS
	PRESENTING SPONSORS
	Trish & John Doresy
	Carran & Russ Gannaway
	Ruth & Bob Kanner
	Annie & Patrick Mitchell
	Kylie & Ben Volpe
	PLATINUM SPONSORS
	GOLD SPONSORS

	Julie & Ryan Cox
	SILVER SPONSORS
	PATRONS
	VGS | ANNUAL REPORT 2025
	Creating pathways for individuals with disabilities to engage in the community, achieve greater independence, and attain employment.
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